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Who He is and What We Mean to Him

Of ten times when we come in prayer to our Lord, we have a list of things
we want and de sire that in volve cir cum stances or pro vi sions. How ever 
prayer and hear ing from God ac tu ally has a much deeper root in our

psy che than you might think, in your spirit and in God’s Spirit as well. He does -
n’t just want to hear a list of things you need and want in the cir cum stances you
find your self in. I know I’ve been there but God wants to fel low ship with us. As
I was think ing about hear ing from God, it can be com pared to a ship com ing into 
port; you need to line up three har bor lights (Co pen ha gen har bor) to avoid all
hid den ob sta cles in or der to make it safely in. If you only have two lined up, you
can get lost. If only one, you will def i nitely get lost. But with three, you will not
get lost. The three har bor lights is first hear ing God, the sub jec tive as pect of this
is the Holy Spirit within you, the spir i tual and emo tional, know ing what God
wants. The sec ond is ob jec tive and has noth ing to do with your emo tions, it is
the writ ten Word of God. Things have to line up with the Word of God. If it
does n’t line up with the Word it is n’t God! And thirdly, the cir cum stances have
to fit. Ev ery thing can be lin ing up but it may not be the right tim ing of the Lord.

Fel low ship

Hav ing said that, let’s go back to what we were say ing in pre vi ous weeks
about fel low ship. It oc curred to me that in the Gar den of Eden, Adam had it
made. What a crazy guy. How could it be any better? He had a job to do and he
knew what his job was, nam ing the an i mals, plants, etc. When you are nam ing
things, you ac tu ally learn some thing about them. In the Old Tes ta ment nam ing
some thing meant de scrib ing what it was. So we can see that Adam just did n’t
name things but he de scribed the cre ation of God. For a bi ol o gist like my self
that is def i nitely cool. 

How ever, God was af ter some thing more than that. It says that in the cool
of the eve ning He would come and fel low ship, walk with Adam. Think about
that for a min ute. There is no body else around but your self and God. As yet, Eve 
had n’t ar rived on the scene, just you and God. He co mes down and walks and
talks with you. You have fel low ship with Him. Now, God went on with cre ation. 
Adam and Eve were to gether in the Gar den and God came and talked with both
of them. What could be better than that? Do you think they had a list for Him?
“By the way, God, I looked at this but ter fly the other day and I have no clue what 
You were think ing when You cre ated this one.” Or, “I saw this or that crea ture
and I would like to ask You a few ques tions about them.” 

Well, I imag ine it was much deeper con ver sa tion than that. There was
strong fel low ship at the root of it. God wanted to fel low ship with His cre ation,
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es pe cially man whom He had cre ated in His own im age! He made man
so He could have fel low ship, not to hear a list of de sires or cir cum -
stances he might be in. It was so He could have fel low ship with you. So
we can see, hear ing from God pri mar ily has to do with that, fel low ship.
How dif fer ent that is from the way we nor mally think about “hear ing
from God.” When I’ve heard about that in the past, it is al ways, “I want
to hear from God. I want to know if this girl is the right per son I should
marry. Is this job the right job for me? Which way should I go in the cir -
cum stance? I want to hear from God. I want to hear from God.” Num -
ber one, you ac tu ally have to want to hear from God. In to day’s per verse 
and wicked gen er a tion, not too many peo ple ac tu ally want to hear from
God. They would much rather rely upon their own un der stand ing,
logic, ed u ca tion, sci ence, what ever, than to hear from God. How ever,
that’s NOT what it is about! It is about fellow ship ping with God and
then, in that con text we hear from Him. 

What causes Dull Hear ing?

In ter est ingly, when I thought about this, how did Adam fall?
Why did he make a mis take? How could he not know the voice of the
Fa ther ver sus the voice of Sa tan? How could He know the voice of his
al mighty God ver sus some thing else in which he made his fi nal de ci -
sion to not fol low the voice of God?  God said, “Don’t eat from that tree
of the knowl edge of good and evil, for the day you do that you should
surely die.” That’s pretty straight for ward. Not too much con fu sion in
that state ment. And yet, Adam chose to dis obey! He fell! Why? I re ally
don’t know what kind of fel low ship Adam had with the Fa ther and
whether it was ful fill ing him in the way it should have. All I re ally know 
is that he failed on his side of the re la tion ship with his Fa ther. Did n’t he? 
One could say there was some thing def i nitely wrong. In He brews chap -
ter ten verse nine teen, it says that we have the bold ness to en ter the Holy 
of Holies. What do you do when you are in the Holy of Holies? You fel -
low ship with God! In a place where no body else can go, a for bid den
place, we have the bold ness to en ter through the blood of Christ. It says
here, “ . . . by a new and liv ing way.” So there fore the old way did n’t
work! It was al most like God de signed his re la tion ship with Adam to
fail, be cause it did not have the blood of Christ. It did not have the
power of the Holy Spirit be hind it, the per son of the Holy Spirit. I make
this sub jec tive ob ser va tion: It seems to me that when it talks about a
new and liv ing way, it is talk ing about how it is now with us in the
church. That is ex actly why Christ died.
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(He brews 8:10) 10 For this is the cov e nant that I will make with
the house of Is rael af ter those days, says the Lord: I will put My
laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be
their God, and they shall be My peo ple. None of them shall teach
his neigh bor, and none his brother, say ing, ‘Know the Lord,’ for
all shall know Me, from the least of them to the great est of them.

How does one “know” some thing? By fellow ship ping with
them. How do you know your spouse? By fellow ship ping with her.
How do you know your friends? By fellow ship ping with them not by
know ing their needs, not know ing a list of what they need or the cir -
cum stances they are in. But fellow ship ping with them. 

Koinonea

Cheryl, my wife, and I talked about this last night. We thought
about this for a while. What kind of fel low ship do you want? In all ac tu -
al ity you might have some friends you might not re ally want to hang out 
with, maybe the peo ple at work. You may not want to hang out with
peo ple you know and even love! But when you have true koinonea in
the Spirit, there is a de sire to hang out, to be with that per son, to be com -
fort able with that per son even if some times there is an al ter ca tion. In
fact, when do ing mar riage coun sel ing, it is all about that. You have to
learn how to deal with al ter ca tion when there is will-against-will. “I
don’t think this is right.” “Well, I think this is right.” I re mem ber one
cou ple af ter they were mar ried about a year, I asked, “So did you guys
have any ar gu ments yet?” They an swered, “No.” I said to my self, they
were in big trou ble since when it hap pens, they won’t know how to deal
with it. Sure enough, when it fi nally did hap pen they had to come right
back to us and ask what to do. They had never had an ar gu ment!

Be yond Con flict

True fel low ship goes be yond just learn ing how to deal
with al ter ca tions and con flict. It has to do with the love and  de sire to be
with that per son, just to be with them, to be around them, to hang out
with them! Would n’t you love to hang out with Je sus? Think about Him 
for a min ute. Okay He says, “I’m go ing to in vite you to lunch.” Now
would you give Him a list of things like what is the lat est stock for next
year, what’s the num bers on the lotto? Or, would you just like to hang
out with Him? Re mem ber what he said to the Sa mar i tans, “Oh I wish
you would seek my face like these and not my hand.” 
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(John 4:42) 42Then they said to the woman, “Now we be lieve, not 
be cause of what you said, for we our selves have heard Him and
we know that this is in deed the Christ, the Sav ior of the world.”

Fel low ship is what God is af ter; hear ing God is pri mar ily about
that. I can imag ine what it was like in the Up per Room that morn ing of
Pen te cost. The rush ing wind came and filled each one with the Spirit,
flames of fire upon them. Fi nally! Think about it. This is the first time
God is ac tu ally able to fel low ship with His crea tures in the way He
wants and de sires, in the full ness of Christ. Why would n’t you come
with a rush ing wind and fire! This is too much . . . They did n’t have
glass win dows and screens back then so the wind could just come right
n. 

Next time you are at the ocean stop and see the pow er ful waves
com ing in. Some times when a storm is still far off, when the waves are
six to eight feet, a huge amount of mass and en ergy co mes rush ing at
you and stops just be fore your feet. The storms come and you seek shel -
ter and say to your self, “How great is our God!” Well He is an awe -
some God. He has moved con ti nents to make moun tains. He can do
any thing He wants to do. The cir cum stances and the list you have are
triv ial. What He re ally wants, the eter nal thing that He wants in you, is
fel low ship. Then, you will hear from God. 

Dif fer ent Ways to Hear God

1) The Holy Spirit (sub jec tive)

I hear peo ple say all the time, “I never hear from God. He does n’t 
an swer my prayer. I pray and I don’t hear Him.” Well here are the ways
you do hear from Him. One we’ve al ready men tioned, the Holy Spirit.
You might say, “The Holy Spirit never talked to me. He never an swered
any of my prayers. I give Him re quests ask ing to fel low ship with Him. I
might ask, ‘Where are you?’ He never an swers me.” But, He does want
to speak to you very much in the Holy Spirit, very much so. But there
are other ways to hear Him, like the Holy Spirit work ing through other
peo ple, through proph ecy, a pro phetic word over you. Why do peo ple
come for a pro phetic word any way?  If a prophet is com ing you won der
if he is go ing to have a word for you. Peo ple come from miles around
be cause they want to hear God. In re al ity they want to know that God
re ally loves them. They want to be able to walk with Him in the cool of
the eve ning and ask, “Could You leave the uni verse for a min ute and
just be with me?” He can do that!  And still be with the uni verse at the
same time; He is an awe some God. 
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2) Proph esy (sub jec tive)

I don’t want to just give you in for ma tion this morn ing. I want to
breathe into you what God has breathed into me, the joy to be with Him. 
I love hang ing out with the Lord. When I wake up in the night with a
bad dream, I just have to hang out with Je sus for a while. He will make it 
all right. The pro phetic word is an other way of hear ing from God.

(1 Thessalonians 5: 19-20)  19 Do not quench the Spirit.  20Do
not de spise proph e cies.

So when they hap pen in the church it is for a pur pose. Why
do you think they come in here? It is be cause that out there by
your self, you are drift ing. But when you come in here (God’s peo -
ple, the church) and you wor ship to gether with your broth ers and
sis ters, there is a koinonea to gether with the Holy Spirit that can
hap pen no where else, where the pro phetic ut ter ances come like
that which was spo ken of the other day, even in an un known
tongue. It can come in all kinds of ways. He can say some thing di -
rectly to your heart. You say in side of your self, “I think that was
God.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:21) 21 But ex am ine ev ery thing care -
fully; hold fast to that which is good or cor rect.

If you say to your self that some thing was from God for you,
write it down. Let me read you one a prophet gave to me. “His an gels
are sing ing over you. I can see them.” Whoa! I wrote that one down.
Hold onto them. They are good. 

3) Prayer (sub jec tive)

Prayer, and pro phetic prayer es pe cially, is an awe some way to
hear God, not just a prayer that we say from a hym nal or prayer book. It
is n’t one that we have mem o rized, but prayer is con ver sa tion with God.

(John 10:27) 27  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and
they fol low Me.

You, all of us, no one is ex empt. It does n’t say those who are re -
ally walk ing with the Lord, those not do ing so well and those do ing
well. No. My sheep means all of them. So you may not think you know
Him but He al ready knows you. 

(Jer e miah 29:12) 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray
to Me, and I will lis ten to you.
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He is NOT “not lis ten ing.” There is never a time you can not get
Him on the phone. He is al ways lis ten ing. 

(Jer e miah 29:13) 13 You will seek Me and find Me when
you search for Me with all your heart.

4) Cir cum stances, Tim ing

The Lord can speak to you through cir cum stances. You may be
caught in a traf fic jam. That’s a good time for the Lord to speak to you.
He might say, “You’re go ing the wrong way. Take a left turn im me di -
ately.” Or, “It is not about the traf fic, Pe ter, but you’ve been go ing the
wrong way in this sit u a tion for a long time. You need to turn around.” It
is pro phetic. He will speak to you in the cir cum stances, all kinds of
ways, tim ing. He could say, “This is n’t the right time and you know it.” 

5) Other Peo ple

He can speak to you through other peo ple. They don’t have to be
spir i tual gi ants, a pro phetic con fer ence, or some one who calls him self
Pas tor or El der or Dea con, or some one you think is “spir i tual.” In fact
many times I hear the voice of the Lord through some one who is not
even saved! I say, “Lord, this girl is a hea then. I know. This per son
does n’t know You, nor any thing about the bi ble, no un der stand ing or
wis dom at all.” But the Lord says, “No, she just spoke a word to you
from Me.” Whoa, such power in that! Awe some be cause you know
when it’s God, it is God. You train your self to know the truth. It does n’t
just come nat u rally. Adam should have taken that les son, to train him -
self to know the truth. He did n’t do that. He thought he did n’t have to. 

(Prov erbs 16:3) 3 Com mit your works to the Lord and your
thoughts will be es tab lished.

Com mit your self to the Lord. That’s a prom ise; your thoughts
will be es tab lished. In an other words as you give your self to God, His
prom ise to you is that your thought life will be es tab lished not on the
things of this world, the lat est news ar ti cle or event, or peo ple’s opin -
ions. But your thoughts are go ing to be the mind of the Lord. Would n’t
that be good! Re fresh ing in com par i son, “The Mind of the Lord Ra dio
Sta tion.” 

6) The Word of God (ob jec tive)

(2 Tim o thy 3:16-17) 17 All Scrip ture is in spired by God and
prof it able for teach ing, for re proof, for cor rec tion,
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for train ing in righ teous ness; 17 so that the man of God may be
ad e quate, equipped for ev ery good work.

How do you dis cern the truth? The Word of God is the foun da -
tion stone for that to hap pen. Some one may say, “I don’t need to read
the bi ble any more. I know ev ery thing that is in there. I just rely on the
Holy Spirit.” Be very care ful when some body says that; be very care -
ful. You need dis cern ment to teach your self. Af ter you’ve been down
the wrong road, some peo ple for 10, 20 or 40 years say ing, “I could n’t
have been wrong all those years.” The an swer from the Lord might be,
“Yeah. The last 50 years, you were wrong.” Imag ine that. No won der
why peo ple are weep ing on the floor when they are “slain in the Spirit.”
Many times it is ex actly that. No one had the strength or gump tion to
tell them the truth ex cept the Holy Spirit. Then the Holy Spirit co mes
and says, “O ho, you were so off!” “What do I do now then, Lord?”
Train your self to know the truth by the Word of God. 

7) Dis cern ment.
(John 10:4) 4 When He puts forth all His own, He goes ahead of
them, and the sheep fol low Him be cause they know His voice. A
stranger they sim ply will not fol low, but will flee from him, be -
cause they do not know the voice of strang ers.

Sub jec tively and ob jec tively they know the voice of God.
Therefore they can dis cern the voice of a stranger too. They will flee
from him.

(He brews 5:14) 14 But solid food is for the ma ture (full of age),
who be cause of prac tice (of use, not dis use or de ser tion) have
their senses trained (ex er cised) to dis cern good and evil (both
good and evil).

So it is your re spon si bil ity to know and to be able to dis cern. It is
not the el der’s re spon si bil ity, nor the churches. It is your re spon si bil ity
to read the Word, be in prayer, dis cern the cir cum stances you are in, fol -
low the lead ing of the Lord, the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, the voice
of the prophet in your midst. Wow, af ter heed ing all of this, I will know
what is good and what is bad.

(Isa iah 30:18) 18 There fore the Lord will wait, that He may be 
gra cious to you; and there fore He will be ex alted, that He
may have mercy on you. For the Lord is a God of jus tice;
blessed are all those who wait for Him.
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We wait but the Lord knows how to wait too. There is grace and
mercy. How is His grace man i fested? Through Mercy. So I dis -
cern the Lord. I may know this in stance is from God but I have to
wait learn ing long suf fer ing, pa tience. I’m still learn ing pa tience.
If you ask my grand son that ques tion, Luke would an swer, “Of
course, Granddad.”

(Isa iah 30: 19-21) 19 For the peo ple shall dwell at Zion at
Je ru sa lem and you shall weep no more. For He will very
gra cious to you at the sound of your cry.  20 Though if the
Lord gives you the bread of ad ver sity, the wa ter of af flic -
tion, yet your teach ers will not be moved to the cor ner any -
more but your eyes shall see your teach ers.

What a glo ri ous day that will be. When He hears our cry, He will
an swer. An other words you won’t lose heart; some one will be there to
give you the word of God. The teach ers will not be hid den from you.
They will be there. And who is The Teacher? The Holy Spirit. So if
some day none of the el ders show up at the church building, the Holy
Spirit is your Teacher. 

21 Your ears shall hear a word be hind you say ing, “This is the
way, walk in it! Wher ever you turn to the right hand or when ever
you turn to the left.” 

You will hear the voice of the Lord. It won’t be hid den from you.
Is n’t that a great prom ise?!

Next month I will be go ing to UK for a va ca tion. If you have ever 
driven on the roads of the United King dom, Eng land, they drive on the
wrong side. The shift le ver is on the wrong side. The mir ror is on the
wrong side. Ev ery thing is wrong and dis ori ented. And so, you tend to
look for the on com ing traf fic the wrong way. You don’t want to do that
more than once or at all. I al ways look for the traf fic in the United States
com ing both ways so I form a good habit for both coun tries. It is go ing
to be even more won der ful this time. Usually Jessica is with us and is a
great nav i ga tor so she can me di ate in any al ter ca tions be tween Cheryl
and my self. But this time, we are just go ing to have to rely on the Holy
Spirit!

8) Sub mit to the Church

An other way to hear and con firm a Word is from God is to sub mit 
it to the church. You can not say, “I don’t need to go to church.” Yes you
do; you need to sub mit to the church.

8



(Prov erbs 11:14) 14 Where no coun sel is the peo ple fall. But in a
mul ti tude of coun sel ors there is safety. 

(Mat thew 18:15) 15 By the mouth of two or three wit nesses ev ery
fact may be con firmed. 

9) Mo ti va tion

An other thing about hav ing fel low ship with the Lord and hear -
ing from God, is that our mo ti va tion needs to be cor rect. Not to spend
too much time on this, but our mo ti va tion, our mindset must be as a ser -
vant to the Lord, a bond-ser vant to God, not one of just pass ing through
and be ing a sheep in the fold, but some one who wants to do the will and
the de sires of God. Again in the midst of this per verse gen er a tion are
there many hands com ing up to serve? Not too many. So who has to put
that de sire in us, to be with God? Who has to put the de sire to even want
to fel low ship with Him? It has to be the Holy Spirit, Him self. I can not
teach it to you; He has to breathe it into you. But He does want to! He
knows how to do His work and He does it very well. 

10) Con fi dence, hav ing Au thor ity

Lastly, con fi dence. Hear ing and fellow ship ping with the Lord
gives you con fi dence, not a ret i cent pos ture but one of con fi dence and
bold ness. You will know where your next step is go ing. Re mem ber the
scrip ture, “ . . . a light to your feet and a light to your path . . .” That
means you can step for ward with con fi dence knowing what you are do -
ing is God and from God, born in God. You might say, “But, Pe ter, I did
that once and got very badly burnt. It did n’t work out so well.” It might
still have been valid. Some times you need to learn things, what is not
right as well as things that are. As you learn to dis cern good and evil,
and you learn to fel low ship with God, and you learn His heart and His
voice, you will have a greater con fi dence in what you do on your job,
how you re late to other peo ple. How do you re late to peo ple? Are you
afraid of peo ple or cir cum stances? 

I used to be afraid of go ing into an in sane asy lum. I did n’t know
what “they” were go ing to do. There is, how ever, ac tu ally a pat tern. You 
can tell by the pos ture, even by their hand lan guage, what their prog no -
sis or di ag no sis is. So when the Lord put me in charge of three hos pi tals, 
Cas tle Point and Peekskill (an in sane asy lum for vet er ans who had ma -
jor prob lems) and an other hos pi tal all merg ing, I was afraid to be with
these pa tients. Ev ery build ing was cut off from what was go ing on in the 
next; they were all locked off. Peo ple went to work and locked the
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doors. That was the last time an em ployee saw any one un til their shift
was over. I would go into places like that and they won dered who I was? 
Was I one of the pa tients? We would go through and pretty soon I got
used to see ing peo ple that were not all to gether. Some peo ple had se ri -
ous wounds in their lives that they could n’t deal with. Whether it hap -
pened on the bat tle field or not, it did n’t make any dif fer ence; they were
still suf fer ing. 

There was this one guy who had a habit of tak ing off his clothes.
That would in tim i date most peo ple but af ter a while I saw him out side
in the pa rade ground and said to him, “Now George, you need to go
back to your unit and put your clothes on. You are go ing to catch cold.
Would you like me to take you back?” “No, no, Pe ter, I can find my way
back.” So it is amaz ing how we can not be afraid of peo ple af ter be ing
with them for a while. Maybe you are afraid of mo tor cy cle gangs like I
used to be. I used to be ter ri fied but I just found out that our Vice Pres i -
dent ac tu ally rides one! One time I gave a tract to a mo tor cy cle guy and
he ate it! Wow. Af ter a while it was in ter est ing that as soon as the mo tor -
cy cle guys saw us com ing, they were afraid of us. That was n’t our in tent 
but we gained a new con fi dence to not be afraid of peo ple, peo ple who
know more than you like doc tors, law yers, etc., whom ever. You do not
have to be afraid of them. Don’t let them in tim i date you. Common
sense does n’t come with ed u ca tion. Know ing good and evil does n’t
come from ed u ca tion. It co mes by the Holy Spirit. There fore we have
one up on them all. Right. 

Fear
(Colossians 3: 15) 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, .
. .

Where do we lose our peace? Fear! Fear is the ma jor killer of
peace. There fore if you want the peace of God, get rid of the fear. It
does n’t be long to you and it is not yours. It is not your in her i tance. Who
co mes with fear? Sa tan. Can you en ter tain it? Sure, if you want. Not me. 
If I have fear in a night mare, I wake up in the mid dle of the night and
stop. Wait a min ute this does not be long to me. Get into the word, read
scrip ture, read a prov erb. When I had prob lems like that in the past with
a se ries of dreams, there was a time when I ac tu ally wrote a scrip ture
down so when I woke up I would read it over and let it be come a song in
my heart. There is some thing about a song, a psalm, that can over take
fear in a heart beat, won der ful . . . 

 15. . . let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which in deed
you were called into one body and be thank ful.
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Con fi dence

Now the con fi dence we have in the Lord does n’t stop with this
life on earth. The con fi dence we have goes right to the grave. Great. Are 
you afraid to die? I had a div ing in struc tor say to me the other day, “I
know why you go to church. It’s your in sur ance pol icy to get to heaven.” 
I said, “George, no. You are not get ting it. I am al ready in heaven.”
When you are fellow ship ping with the Lord, you are par tak ing of the
king dom of God here on earth in an eter nal sense. Now are things go ing
to get better? I sure hope so! There will come a time when there will be
NO pain. He will be there to wipe away ev ery tear and, by the way,
Death will be no more. Things are go ing to get not just better, but
hugely better. 

(Psalm 23:1) 1 The Lord is my shep herd; . . .

A shep herd is one you want to hang out with, you feel com fort -
able with, you know where He is go ing be cause He knows where He is
go ing.

1  . . . I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in green pas -
tures; He leads me be side the still wa ters.  3 He re stores my
soul; . . .

It does n’t say that He lis tens to my ev ery wish and He is like a big 
Santa Claus. He re stores my soul be cause of who He is. 

3 . . . He leads me in the paths of righ teous ness For His name’s
sake.

So He is the One. The Holy Spirit is an awe some man i fes ta tion
of God. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the val ley of the shadow of
death (any cir cum stance), I will fear no evil;

Evil’s all around me, I’m not afraid. Con fi dence. Why? Be -
cause we have fel low ship with our Lord God and the Holy Spirit.
Why? Be cause we have other broth ers and sis ters to en cour age us
in that fel low ship. Why? Be cause we hear Him in prayer, be cause
we hear Him in the Word of God. We can hear Him in the cir cum -
stances. I will fear no evil for You are with me. 

4 . . . For You . . .

You, Je sus. You, God the Fa ther. You, the Holy Spirit.
There is only one God, Je sus the ex act rep re sen ta tion of the Fa -
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ther, the Holy Spirit given to us, the mys tery of the God head. It is
no lon ger such a mys tery when you know Him. 

4 . . . are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they com fort me.

What is a rod and a staff rep re sent? In stru ments of au thor ity or
cor rec tion, etc. They are not some thing you would cringe from. “Oh
here co mes the rod.” But they are a com fort. Why are they a com fort
to you? Be cause they have al ways brought forth good in your life
and oth ers.  

5 . . . You pre pare a ta ble be fore me in the pres ence of my
enemies; . . .

You pre pare pro vi sion not just in the cir cum stances but in the
very pres ence of evil, He pro vides for us. That is so true to day. Not
only that. Your con fi dence is be yond that. He says, “I have a job
for you, from the ser vants point of view, I am go ing to anoint
you.” 

5 . . . You anoint my head with oil; . . .

What is He anoint ing but the pur poses of God in you, man i fested
in such a way that it blesses those all around you. They say, “There is an 
anointed per son of God.” In fact it says the anoint ing is so much that . . .  

5 . . . My cup runs over. . . .

I don’t have enough sta tion for it in my be ing; it is over whelm -
ing. Be cause of all these things:  

6 . . . Surely good ness and mercy shall fol low me All the days 
of my life; . . .

Not one will be miss ing, not one mo ment, not one event.

6 . . . And I will dwell in the house of the Lord For ever.

Not when I die and go to heaven but I will live in the house of the
Lord for ever, now and for ever. The house of the Lord starts here
with the fel low ship of the Holy Spirit.

This is a lit tle dif fer ent from what the main stream church lives
and teaches. But to this truth I am ab so lutely com mit ted. Now I would
wish, my im pos si ble dream, that I could go back to the Gar den of Eden
and coun sel Adam. I would say, “My God, brother. There is some thing
better com ing! Je sus said, “Yeah, that’s right.” He is the first born
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among many breth ren for that “better thing” com ing, be cause Je sus was 
filled with the Holy Spirit when He was walk ing upon the earth. It says
the Holy Spirit came down upon Him. John the Bap tist said that you
will know Him be cause the Holy Spirit would come down and would
re main upon Him. It never left Him. There fore, no mat ter what we go
through, we have con fi dence in the Lord. Amen.

Let me share one more story. In the days of the cru elty of Sta lin,
and other cruel men in the world (Evil is not new and what men can
dream up is be yond me; there is so much evil in the world.) Sta lin was
per se cut ing Chris tians all over the place. Even though now Rus sia is a
pretty safe place for Chris tians. Sta tis tic say that there are 40% more
Chris tians to day in Rus sia than there were ten years ago. How ever in
Sta lin’s day, you were killed! If they found out you were a Pen te cos tal,
a bi ble be liev ing, filled with the Holy Ghost that could hear from Je sus
any time you wanted to, you were a dan ger ous thing and you would be
killed. Chris tians would be hid ing out in rooms and se cret places. But
when the KGB would find them out, the peo ple would not scream in ter -
ror and fear but rather re joice for they knew their God. And if they were
killed in a fir ing squad, they would know that God was still there, be -
fore, dur ing and af ter. They would re joice and the KGB guys could
never fig ure it out since it was not just one or two; it was all of them who 
were mar tyred for Christ. They would be cry ing tears of joy, “Fi nally, I
don’t have to hide any more. I can pro claim Je sus right to your face. Go
ahead, kill me! You can only kill this body, not what is in it.” What an
awe some tes ti mony. And we are afraid? Not any more. Con fi dence.
Amen.

Con clu sion

So if you want to stand with me and fel low ship with the Holy
Spirit, why don’t we stand to gether and we’ll pray.  I per son ally need
the saints to stand with me in this con cept be cause we need to be en -
cour aged; we can not stand alone. Nor do I in tend to be cause it is by the
word and the tes ti mony and by the blood of Christ that they over came.
The word of their tes ti mony was a part of that pro cess, that en cour age -
ment. I want to en cour age you to en cour age, don’t stop. Let us hear His
pro phetic voice. 

Fa ther, we thank You Lord God, for fill ing us with the Holy Spirit. 
You have not left us as or phans that some day You would come back and
we would say, “Oh, there is my Fa ther at last.” But Lord we know You
now. We have learned to dis cern Your voice and we want to dis cern it
even more clearly, more ac cu rately each day. We know that we fall and
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we know that we of ten fol low the wrong path. But, Lord, we want to be
on the right path of righ teous ness, one that would bring more joy upon
the earth, not one of more trib u la tion but one of more joy, even in the
midst of trib u la tion! That there would be the king dom of God es tab -
lished upon this earth. For in deed You did say that Your king dom would
come even on this earth as it is in heaven. We pray that you would use
us, in di vid u ally and col lec tively as a body of be liev ers. We also pray for
the chil dren that you would bless them in that way, that they too would
be able to en cour age and strengthen those around them, be cause they
know the Holy Spirit. In Je sus name. Amen.


